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8 EXOD. xXx. 13. 
1uο SHALT "NOT KILL, 


HE love of life 413 to ſurpaſs | 
every other inſtinct of the brute 
creation, and every other affection of the 
human breaft. It goes not out, but with 
the laſt agony and ſtruggle. To die for 
another, is benevolence, which is not con- 
ſidered, as imitable. To die for one's 
coun try, the laſt ſervice of the true pa- 
| triot, is, to merit the faireſt epitaph of 


4 glory. 


— 


5 Redeemer, that His Jos - was eee So 
than death; and the martyrdom of his 


' _, followers is their brighteſt crown. 


When indeed we reflect on the cauſes 
Which awaken and perpetuate this feeling. 

we are not furprized at it's fixedneſs and 
| firength. An acquieſcence i in our callings 
and enjoyments; ; affinities, and intereſts, 
the many links, perceptible and impercep- 
tible, which knit us to the objects and 


ſcenes around us, to our families, to out 
country; the chill, the ghaſtlineſs, and 
diſgrace of death; the myſterious huſh of 


our late ſtirring, ſpeaking frame; the fear 
of pain; the conltjouſiels amongſt Chriſ- 
tians at leaſt, of a future retribution ; the 
want of 1 innocence, © neceſſary for him, 

that is to ftand in judgement; all, con- 
ſpire to rivet the attachment, to give a 
value to the ſhell, that holds our being, 

to make us anxious to lengthen out the 
flow of time. It was the Heathen's ſuper- 


Perl 


ſition and dread, ' that darkneſs execkowed 


the gates and domains of death. He left 


with regret the. e of his equals; 


he 


. be mourned, that he ſhould no more ſee 
the light of the ſun. FO 5 
[Conſidering then, the . of this 
_ paſſion, and the principles and ſentiments, 
- which fix and cement it, we ceaſe alſo from 
wondering at the language, which they 
mall dictate. The right to life ſhall be 
called a ſacred right, a right of nature, 
a right of man. And, ſuppoſing this 
language to be inaccurate, if founded on 
. theſe principles and ſentiments alone, we 
muſt ſtill concede ſomething to their com- 


-” manding influence; we may almoſt ſtill 


allow the terms, taking from or correcting 
their acceptation, out of a regard to men's 
ſympathies and charities, to their weak- 
neſſes and prejudices, to the alarm, they 
feel, at lofing ſo precious a jewel. 
Vet, if the miſchief ariſing from the 
abuſe of words be duly weighed, or, if the 
pProneneſs in man to i his feelings at 
the expence of reaſon and truth be worth 
a corrective, our argument will perhaps, 
be, no uſeleſs, or ill-timed leffon. 
And, one would think, it were fuffici- 
ay GE and certainly, is not difficult 
„„ 4A0 to 


e . 


r 
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% 
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'w "Rr pl, irs ack 
love of life is not the violation of the 8 
right to it. The wounding of the feelings 


is not the hurt, or ſtab, of tlie body. 


They are diſtinct aſſaults; diſtinct impreſ- 


ſions. The wanton infliction of pain; the 


diſregard of our fears and cries; the ſend- 


ing us to Judgement | « with our crimes | 
broad blown; are the aggravations, are a 
the cruelties, of murder, not murder itſelf. 
If the tread of the purſuer of blood be 
more in fury , if a redder, 


engeance o ver- 
take him, 1 has robbed a family of it's 


head and protector, a nation of it's king, 


it is the loſs of the family and nation, 


which animates, not arms, the avenger. 


Neither is it leſs obvious, that our know- 
ledge of the preciouſneſs of life is poſterior 


to the right. Our attachment to the 
light of the day is not coeval with our 
organs; the ſenſe of danger is not innate; 


it is acquired. But the right to exiſtence 
is appropriated to the frame, when it is 
8 faſhioned. It is coeval, connate with 

It is the fence of the infant in the 
Ge againſt aſſault and deſtruction. 


tak 


lt appears then from bes that che 15 


* of murder, or, the violation of the 
" to life is ta be reſtrained to the « ex- 
tinguiſhing of the vital principle. = 
And, upon this concluſion, we may, in | 
courſe, proceed to aſk, whether the princi- 
ple of vitality, has, in itſelf, any thing, 
which gives it a peculiar pre- eminence, or. 
inveſts it with any ſacred exemption and 
immunity. But to this there is no an- 
ſwer: our enquiry is ſtopped at the outſet. 
We know nothing of this principle, what 
it is in itſelf, any more, for inſtance, than 
we know of the principle of vegetation, or 
even of that, which is our boaſt and ho- 
nour, our rational faculty, what they are 
in themſelves. We can, conſequently, ſee 
nothing in the principle of life, taken in 
itſelf, which ſhould give it a claim to our 
veneration, or, to the title of ſacred. . 
Perhaps too, we ſhall be more ready to 
allow, that this principle derives from it's 
own nature no diſtinguiſhing prerogative, 


when we reflect, that the right to life was 


at firſt common to all, that were endowed 
with it, to all the animal es. It 
| was 


4 
; 
i 
; 
| 
1 
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From thence, and thence only, 
| * * _ dying for our conveni- 


6450 


| was the right of the creeping inter, mY 


the fiſhes of the ſea, of the fowls of the 
air, of the beaſts of the field, as well as 


ef man. It was connate with their being; 


as well as with our's; it was their protec- | 


tion in the womb, as well as our's. We 

i, are deſtitute of all reaſon 
we have no plea for our ſlay ghter of 
animals, but the grant of God. 5 


able argument; 


The inſtitution of ſacrifice was, W 


less early. But the ſacrifice was the only 
laughter. The then ſole uſe and end of 
: killing, was, the ſervice of relig 

Rn of God; and the conſolation of 


ion; the 


fallen man. This too, was the beginning 
to build, was the laying the foundations 


of redemption by =] Dat; hereafter to 


be ſlain, the Lamb of God. It was the 


| hint and intimation of the ſlaughter of 
that Lamb, which alſo, in the fulneſs of 


time, God would ordain to die. 
The lordſhip and dominion of man 


a e en e 


to the life of the Ain 
do we dats 


Noah, extendec 


ences 


i 


teas fre, even as ee ks: 72 


to thoſe 
when the conquerors of Canaan, by an 


ſophy, Vol. I. 3 


(43 


e Then was 


the grant enlarged; Every moving thing - 


have I given you all things. * 
Add to this, that the pe 


ilſion to eut 


tie ne eur bc ti, e 


Weender ee 5 
any notion of ſanctity in the vital princi- 


ple. A man may die by the hand of his 
| brother, and the flayer be innocent. We 
_ advert hot to aan homicide; that's 
only like the fever's act; but to the caſe 


of ſelf-defence; to capital puniſhments ; 
to the employ. and occupation of a ſoldier; 
of divine vengeance, | 


imiffion from God, a com- 


thoſe inſtances, the duty to fore, led on 
rheir armies to extirpate; when the name 


and remembrance of nations were put out 


from under heaven, by a revealed judicial 


ſentence; when a king of that devoted 


race was, by a Prophets hewn to pieces 
before the. Lord, 1 Another 


* Gen, ix. & paley Wo and Polit. Philo- 
L p. 94—97 · 


1 cndrion. 1 is, Ho the: 
| 5 to life is founded on Sing 
without, or independent of, ourſelves. 


BS q no neceſſary, — 55 


| fooling: ard ſympathies. It is not attem- 
= | or mixed up in our compoſition: 3 
is no part of the organization, mechaniſm, 

or texture of the body. . 
Ihe right to life ſtands fy" on a 
commandrannt of God. For, what is. 
there without ourſelves, that is to Ballo | 


 .* the ſpace, we fill, but the law of the 


author of our ſubſtance; what is there, 
in which our will is not conſulted, or, 
concerned, which is independent of us, 
that is to draw around us a circle; beyond 
which injury and moleſtation ſhall not 
paſs, except the will of the ee 
artificer of our frame? | 

Let us not ſay, human laws — in- 


IS ſtitutions. For, what are theſe, but the . 


imitation and tally of the divine wiſdom; 
what -are theſe, but _— delegation of the 


divine authority? Holding any. other 


ſentiment, we ſhould be unworthy of a 
Place in a ' heathen community. The old 
. | Philoſophers 


to) 


ehe of Greece would baniſh us 


from the ſchools; her poets, from the feſ- 


the ſenate; her populace from the forum. 4 
We might perhaps, find 'a ſeat f in the 
aſſemblies of modern infidelss. 


original mound of our life and being. 


life ſacred. Conceding to human law it's 
ſecondary, imitative authority, it's ſubfi- 


- horns of the altar, the helpleſs hang, and 
can then look back on their murderer. It 


the aſſaſſin halts, leſt a fiery judgment 


is the manacle of melancholy, when me- 
nacing ſuicide, - and when deaf to every 
other diſſuaſive, or controul; which 


diſcontent, when misjudging it's preſent; 
| and reckleſs of it's future deſtiny. = 
B The 


_  tival;- and theatre; her ſtateſmen from 


The commandment of God ht is 
the primary, proper incloſure, the true, 


diary vengeance, it is ſtill the com mand- 7s 
ment of God alone, on which, as on the 


break forth to conſume. It is this, which 


quaſhes the filent, lurking purpoſe of 


This, and this only, makes the right to 


is the inner ſhrine, at the door of which 


— 


„ 


5 e * a e, right to. life 


1 | 7 yet perhaps, N. 


being thus determined, we now deſcend. c 
_ other. concluſions,.. hes meme vel. 


I} 9117 


„When the yght to lie is called the rise 
of man, ſuch language can. haue two = 
meanings my, meanings much more 
harmleſs, than the tumultuous, vehe 
menge, with which, the rights of men are 
Preſſed on gut notice, | would at firſt, eat 
vs to ſuſpect. Something more. lofty: and 
afpiring;. pra flattering to our pride. and 
| me ; they are, has, doubtleſs, | 
bean intended. The language, in one 
ſenſe of it, takes man in the abſtract, and 
repreſents: his right, as a right, which is 
common, or, alike to all; in another, it 
ers man in his ſpecies, and his right 
becomes nothing more, than a right, re- 
ſxed to man alone, of all living, moving 
creatures. The giver took his gift away 


from the beute. and, under the limita- 


tions before adverted to, left it to man. 
The commandment is ſuſpended only with 
reſpect to us, when we tranſgref 8 

| ::We mention not the original common 
- FT : 


6; =, ) 


the coinmandrnent with "reſpect to us, the 

 Amitations of our own fight, in order to 

; * degrade man's feelings and 
privil Why, we complain, is the. 
Weng "of language Nerbtched; till it 
rend? Why ſhould we make 6urfelves 
gods? No one can take the mame oT. 
AM, but Jehovah. 
When the right to tie i is called * . 
tural tight, ſuch” ought to mean 
no more, tlian that it is 4 right ſerrld and 
fixed, a right in the ſettled courſe and con- 
ſtitution of things, which is the courſe 
and conſtitution ll Hattite, annexed to 
our being and frame. 

A writer of eminenee, who has FR 
| itlorind. claim to our attention and 
ſtudy, after intimating, that people were 
diſpoſed to put upon the word natural ſome 
confuſed undetermined ſenſes, obſerves, 
that the only diſtin meaning of that 
word, is, flated, fixed, or ſettled.” And, 
There ſeems,” he adds afterwards, © ſcarce 
5. other 28 ſenſe to be put upon the 

CD | woo 


Fit of the beute, nel che peer 1% 
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n N 
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EE 6 * 

watural, that the 5 
f belong to a man, „ although there ſubſiſted 18 
in the workd.; no civil government what- 


. o r . WE 
g * a 


't 12 $7 


le. but that only in. which it is en ; 


uſed ; ſimilar, \ ſtated, | or: uniform. 1 
Another writer of eminence, making a ; 
iviſion of rights,” remarks concerning 
e are ſuch, as would 


ever. And ſoon after he ſays; If a 
thouſand different perſons, from a thouſand 
different corners of the world, were caſt 
together on a deſart iſland, they would 


from the firſt be may one entitled to thels 
74 rights.” 5 * by 


Which acpoynt, if it od be ſu poſed 


to define the word natural, and to apply it 


to man, conſidered, as a ſingle, ſolitary, 


unconnected being, following the . habits 


and obeying the. temperament,' to which 


his conſtitution and wants would, in courſe, 
would, naturally, lead him, when placed 
in a deſart, or, conſidered, in other ane 5 


in a flate of nature; this, would be an 


ny of Me word, a ae in which, 1 


believe, 


* Butler 8 Ambit) p. 425 43. 1 8 Halifax' edit. 
* ir Paley's Phil. Vol. I, B. II. Ch. X. p. 85, 


5 C4 3: 7 
believe, it was never made the epithet of 


any other ſubſtantive, but rights. Natu- 

nal religion, natural philoſophy, natural 

law, another name for moral philoſophy, 

|. have never yet been underſtood to mean _ 
_ the religion and philoſophy of man in a 


fate of nature. Such a ſentiment would 


merit the contempt of all, who take 


reaſon and nature for their guide. 


We do, however, vindicate this writer : 
_ from the imputation of ſuch an abſurdity. 
His purpoſe only, is, to ſeparate natural 


1 


rights and contraſt them with aduenti- 


ious, that is, with ſuch, as ſpring out of 
civil ſociety; to deny of the former, that 


they are derived from human authority 


and appointment. And, this being the 


_ caſe, we add his to the other's teſtimony, 


to co nfirm the concluſion, we drew. 


The right to life is independent of hu- 


man - ordinances; not derived from our 


ſenſe of convenience or benefit: it is a 


right of nature, having no concern, either 
With a ſtate of nature, or with civil ſoci- 
ety; in either condition, a right alike to 
all, in that ſenſe of the expreſſion, a 


right 75 


5 1 = 2 5 


: T4 br ey 8 its our 2 Benn rd Hy 


firſt ſtructure to it's natural decay and 
diſſolution, appropriate” by the command- 
ee God only, Thou ſhalt ndt ki. 
| boch is the argumenty we offer, in ander 


to ſettle the foundation, on which” our 
right to life ſtands. 3 
The remarks; which follow, comntalir an = 
|: enquiry into the reaſon of the command- 
ment. When a rule of human conduct is 
cribed, the reaſon of the rule, if it can, 
diſcovered, will be a compenſition, not 
| unworthy the labour and ſearch. - | 

Wie ought, indeed, to bear in mind, that | 
iriveſtigations, which have for their object 
the dwine counſels, are, at all times, 
| hazardous, and may be preſumptuous. 
Our ſatisfaction in this our ſtate conſiſts... 


2 


e. in underſtanding the divine legiſlation, | 


but in obeying ts: ordinance. This is 
. the pediment of our hope, the baſis of 
our ſafety, that we put oürſelves, our all, 
under God's government, under 'the' ſhadow. 
a bis wings in eſs and! in faith. 


* 


Yet | 


Ws uy <A MESS 4... „ 7 
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e the true idea of murder, and 


| 'E 15 + 
vet, perhaps, whilſt; we 


e we: ſhall not conceive unworthily 5 


of the Din 


ine mind, that it ſhould appear 6 | 


to him fit and congruous, that in the 


5 maker, ſhould be the ſole diſpoſal of the 


gn ſhould exerciſe ſole, ſupreme domi- 


ow ee 00 whole in of . 


being, 


made; that che ſole, ſupreme fove-- 


Nor, conceiving thus of, the Fr of 


God's ſeptre, do we forget the inveſtiture 
T aura which took place at creation, 
and the deluge. And, in the fubjefting 
' the bealts of the field to — 
in the allotting to man the heritage of 
the earth, che herb bearing ſeed, the fruit 


of the tree; in the adding the animal to 


the vegetable kingdom; we cannot but 


admire, the grace of the ſovereign of the 


univerſe, which could admit a partner of 


dominion; the condeſcenſion of the arti- 


ficer, which could cede a ſhare in the 
works of his own contrivance, and part 


with the power to deſtroy them. But the 


boundary of this ſoberdinate authority 
was here fixed. The life of man was in 
= the 


K | i 16 ) 
the biber bis maker and God, . 
The ſovereign retained this part of his 
ſovereignity, and by our premiſes, the 
| ceffions and furrenders abate not from the NA 

Patt retainedt. 

And it was fit fbr other n! he 

ſhould retain it. Of the things made, man 
| was too precious for any other to diſpoſe _ 
of, but God. His maker, in the com- 
mandment, was pleaſed to have reſpect 

to:the glory and beauty of his workman- 
© ſhip. We mean not the pre-eminence _ 
1 the” human form, the gait ſublime, the 
forehead erect to heaven. The natural 
head of the creation had received another, 
nobler impreſs from above. | 
At the cloſe of the benediction on \ Noah, 2 
we find the law, and the ſanction of reta« 
lation; and in the reaſon of the one we 
read the reaſon of the other. Surely the blood 

of your lives will I require: - whoſo ſheddeth 

man's. blood, by man ſhall his blood be bel? 

for in the image of God made be man. - 

The loſs of his original , holineſs had 

not ſo * man, as to mar all his 

* capacities 


* Gen. ix. 5, 6, 


tun) 


= capacities of virtue 3 as to exclude his rel oof 
| toration to purity. If a partaker of 
redemption, if again ſtamped. with the 
ſeal of the Holy Ghoſt, he is again meet 
for heaven; he is again like unto God; 
and ſhall be the Neri of the 1 nan made 
perfett, 4 N 
The forfeiture of happineſs was not the | 


penalty, of man's offence, in ſuch a way; 


as to damp all hope, to bar all forgiveneſs, 
I a partakee of redemption, if pardoned, 
he ſhall - re-enter paradiſe; he, ſhall be, 
where there is no more curſe;. he ſhall 
be again, an heir of Gad, 4 co-heir with 
Chriſt, of everlaſting glory. 
Well then, may God care- for. a being 
of ſuch dignity, of ſuch a price. Well 
may he ſanctify man's time and opportu- 
nities, his ſtate and. occupation. Well 
may God prolong his return to duſt ; 
make inquiſition for ſuch a ſubject of 
his kingdom. Well may he treaſure in his 
temple it's chief ornament; keep the iſſues 
of his life, for whom Chriſt died. 


We have before ſhewn, that the right . 


to life, conſidered, as a right, has no con- 
on, either with a ſtate of nature, or with 
C N civil 
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ade of any cireumſtances of man, 


7 mentioned *, 
of nature, and of man. But, conſidered, 


as the gift of God in the oommathlinent; 5 
which, it is to be remembered, founds, 
ànd is prior to, the right, it is given on 
 .\ the: eee of a ſtate of ſociety; on 


obſervation and the reach, one of another. 

It is given, as the bridle and check of the 

ppite and revenge of each man's neighbour; 

of the avarice, ambition and envy of each 
man's brother, that the younger may not 


except the caſes of forfeiture formerl7 
d , a right, alike to all, e 5 


the ſuppoſition of mens being within the 


flay the elder, unconſcious of his crime. 
Vet this is not all the counſel and care 


of our divine lawgiver. To provide the 


curb of - outrage, is not His only praiſe. | 


To Him belongs the praiſe of all true 
legiſlative wiſdom, to preſcribe a rule of 


conduct, not for obedience only, but to 
make the obedient happy; for the allevia- 


tion of human miſeries; for W mane 


a diſordered ſcene. He had before His 


view ow: _—_ ſucceſſive ſeries of human 
. es generations, 


| 8 ee p oh 


19 . 
generations, inst 3 blended together, 


mixed in inexplicable entanglings. Le 
foreſaw the multifarious intereſts, which 


| | would ſpring out of the invention, the 

"4 ſtrength, and labour of man, his duty. and 
his curſe. He had alſo, before Him, the 

| taſk and province of aſſigning, throughout 8 


all ages, to all, who ſhould be born, their 
_ different employments, poſts, and offices; 
5 and, of combining all together in harmony. 
And, have not we read and felt, that 
blogd is no cement of ſociety ; that after 
cutting the thread of another's life, it is 
not eaſy to fill the void, we have made; 
that no din deafens, no burial ſmothers the 
. of blood; that one blood ſpot may 
become a thouſand? We are not igno- 
rant of the benefits, which accrue from 
aſſuaging the tumultuous movements of 


= the ſoul. The calm, after diſcord between 


friends, is ſweet. The ſigns of the ran- 
klings of the heart are. not unknown to us; 
the diſordered gait, the eyeball's reſtleſs 
glare, the blight of the countenance of 
murderers, | are on ancient and modern 
records. What city is the ſeat of terror, 
but that, in | whoſe Nreets the aſſaſſin can 

lie 
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